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High Risk vs Hazardous — What's the difference?

High-risk medications have a high potential to cause significant harm to patients if misused or used in error, while hazardous medications pose a risk to healthcare
workers (and potentially patients) due to their toxic properties during handling and preparation.

High-risk medications focus on patient safety during administration, while hazardous medications focus on the safety of workers during handling and preparation.

Communication by staff with prescribers and pharmacy is required to ensure that When assessing risk of inadvertent exposure, the following factors need to be considered:
difficulties with dosing or administration (e.g. physical, visual) or safely adhering to the . Potential routes of exposure (e.g. inhalation, injury, contact)

medication regime are identified and resolved promptly and that regular monitoring « Who could be exposed (e.g. workers trying to conceive, pregnant or breastfeeding)
(e.g. blood tests) are conducted as required. « When exposure is likely to occur (e.g. during preparation, administration)

See Healthy Handout: Therapeutic Drug Monitoring for more information. « How often exposure is likely to occur

Healthcare professionals, carers and patients need to be aware

of correct handling and storage of these medicines. Special handling and T
disposal required - e It's good to
ALL hazardous medications will be supplied in original packaging ask your pharmacist. e be healthy.
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and labelled with a pharmacy cautionary advisory label 21.




